
 
December 15, 2021 
 
Vermont Department of Economic Development 
1 National Life Drive 
Davis Building, 6th Floor 
Montpelier, VT 05620 
 
Re: Letter of Support for Vermont CIP Grant for AquaVitea 

To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing to express the full support of the Addison County Economic Development Corporation 
(ACEDC) for the application submitted by AquaVitea to the Vermont Capital Investment Program for 
their Beverage Incubator project. This project has been under discussion with state, regional, and town 
officials for several months, is compatible with the regional plan, and is a high priority on the Addison 
County Regional Priority Project list.  
 
AquaVitea has been an ACEDC client for many years. They are a borrower from our Revolving Loan Fund 
and ACEDC has kept the company informed of all state programs and funding opportunities, including 
the CIP program and, most recently facilitated meetings and assisted with Vermont Training Program 
and the VEGI program applications.  

As Addison County’s regional development corporation, ACEDC’s mission is to increase the economic 
health and vitality of our region. Existing and new enterprises and facilities that produce products and 
services, circulate dollars into our economy, and retain and create jobs are critical to our economic 
success. Specifically, the AquaVitea project will benefit the region by: 

• Solidifying Vermont and Addison County as a hub and ecosystem for the beverage production 

industry. 

• Creating a beverage Start-up Incubator that can offer competitive pricing to partners and bringing 

jobs to Vermont by lowering barriers to entry for beverage start-ups 

• Stabilizing beverage incubation and production in Vermont. 

• Strengthening the supply chain for the beverage industry in Vermont. 

• Offering new workforce development opportunities for the industry. 

• Providing strong partnerships for two other key employers in the industry and region.  

ACEDC strongly supports the efforts of AquaVitea’s beverage incubator in Middlebury. Their 
commitment to growing AquaVitea and incubating the beverage industry in our community will benefit 
the region and Vermont. ACEDC respectfully urges the Department to fund this important application. 

Sincerely, 

  

 Fred Kenney 
Executive Director 


